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BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS. By Charles Seward, M.D., F.R.C.P.(Ed.). Seventh
Edition. (Pp. xx+ 568, 35s.). Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1965.
SEVEN editions in a period of sixteen years with translations into four languages is strong
proof of the popularity of this little book. As a short text of differential diagnosis admirably
suitable for the student in clinical studies in hospital, it has few rivals.
The present edition has been expanded by some 70 pages in a full revision of the book
and the re-writing of the chapters on "Anaemia," "Haemorrhagic Disease" and "Debility
and/or loss of weight." Throughout, there is a logical sequence from the main symptom,
with reference to its physiology, to the pathological causations with answers to the student's
needs in special investigations, which incidentally have been fully brought up to date. The
section on the side effects of drugs again brings this expanding subject into a useful small
compass.
Unfortunately no references are given to further reading and one finds the section on
serum protein electrophoresis unduly short. A few further causes of hypoalbuminaemia might
be added and a few words added on the importance of beta globulin in metal transport, etc.
However these are only small criticisms of a book that does not set out to be exhaustive.
It still remains good value at 35s.
The presentation and binding make for easy transport and handling. It can be thoroughly
recommended to students and practitioners (general and specialized).
M.W.J.B.
TO-DAY'S DRUGS. Specially commissioned articles from the British Medical
Journal. (Pp. viii+400, 30s.). London: British Medical Association, 1964.
PHARMACOLOGY and therapeutic practice develop and change so rapidly that Sir Edward
Wayne has rendered a valuable service to our profession by persuading the Editor of the
British Medical Journal to publish review articles each week in the section "To-day's
Drugs." These articles are informative and useful and special attention is always given
to precautions which should be observed in the use of drugs and to a description of toxic
effects or adverse reactions which may occur. I have only one major criticism of this
series: I think that all articles should be signed. In this I suspect that I am not alone
for the Management Committee of "Prescribers' Journal" recently conducted a survey of
the opinion of readers and found a high proportion of doctors wanted articles expressing
opinions and comments on drugs but wanted these articles to be signed.
In this book 55 articles have been re-published. Some reparation is made for the absence
of signatures by including a list of contributors and some pleasure can be obtained from
the "who wrote which" game. The range of subjects is wide and they have been grouped
in 11 sections on important topics such as antibiotics, drugs used in diseases of the cardio-
vascular system, in skin disease, endocrine disorders, blood diseases and the therapy of
malignant disease. The articles were originally published between January 1963 and May
1964. They have been edited and brought up to date to form a useful and authoritative
guide to modern therapeautics. O.L.W.
THE CONTRACEPTIVE PILL. By J. F. Robinson, M.B., Ch.B. (Pp. 16, 2s 6d.).
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1965.
ThIs booklet gives a clear account, for the non-medical reader, of oral contraceptives. It
describes their probable mode of action, how to take them, their possible side-effects,
complications and contra-indications. It covers, in fact, the sort of ground covered by a
doctor when discussing this form of contraception with his patient and gives a balanced
account of the pros and cons of the use of these pills. J.N.
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